Chatfield College to Continue Accelerated Community Health Worker Training Program in Brown County.  
 
Chatfield College, in cooperation with Brown County General Hospital, is offering a Community Health Worker Training Program through May, 2008.

 
Chatfield College is currently one of only three Community Health Worker Training Programs approved by the Ohio Board of Nursing.  The program is a four class series, where class members, as a group, or cohort, go through the 18-week program together.  Each cohort is limited to 12 students.  The program also includes 130 hours of practicum field experience, as required by the Ohio Board of Nursing.  The classes provide a total of 13 semester credit hours toward the Associate of Arts degree at Chatfield.

 

According to Dr. Roger Courts, Associate Dean at Chatfield College, “becoming a Community Health Worker allows certificate holders to work in the Human Services and Health Care Fields while completing a college degree.  Since the program is planned to be completed in only 18 weeks, it does not require a long term time commitment, but is still accredited coursework satisfying college requirements”.

 

Community Health Workers (CHWs) are certified by the Ohio Board of Nursing and are trained to be an integral member of the community health care delivery team to provide effective, efficient, and appropriate services to underserved clients and diverse communities.  CHWs work within a community and serve to connect community members and available healthcare information and resources.  The goal of the CHW is to promote healthcare among groups that have traditionally lacked easy access to healthcare resources.
 
The next classes are planned to begin in  August, 2008 and will be held at the Brown County General Hospital.  Financial aid is available.  Eligible students may have a part or all costs covered by grants, scholarships, or loans.  Chatfield College will assist all interested students in determining their financial aid eligibility.  Many students already employed may be eligible for employer tuition reimbursement.  
 
Since each CHW Cohort is limited to the first 12 applicants, it is important to apply as early as possible.  Interested applicants should contact Chatfield College immediately to begin the Financial Aid process. Applicants will be placed on a waiting list and be admitted to the next class cohort, beginning in August, 2008.
 
For more information about the Community Health Worker Training Program, please contact Dr. Roger Courts at 513-875-3344 or email: roger.courts@chatfield.edu .
